
Key words: cisplatin, malignant peri-

toneal mesothelioma, pemetrexed.

Correspondence to: Flora Zagouri,

101 Vas. Sofias Avenue, 11521,

Athens, Greece.

e-mail florazagouri@yahoo.co.uk

Received May 25, 2009;

accepted July 16, 2009.

Systemic chemotherapy with pemetrexed and
cisplatin for malignant peritoneal mesothelioma:
a single institution experience
George Lainakis, Flora Zagouri, Efstathios Kastritis, Theodoros N Sergentanis,
George Bozas, Meletios A Dimopoulos, and Christos A Papadimitriou

Department of Clinical Therapeutics, Alexandra Hospital, University of Athens School of Medicine,
Athens, Greece

ABSTRACT

Background and aims. Primary malignant peritoneal mesothelioma is a rare malig-
nancy with an unfavorable prognosis. Pemetrexed has proven effective in the treat-
ment of malignant mesothelioma, alone or in combination with platinum agents. In
the present study, chemo-naïve patients were evaluated for the efficacy and safety of
the pemetrexed-cisplatin combination.

Methods. Six patients with diffuse peritoneal mesothelioma were treated with 6 cy-
cles of pemetrexed (500 mg/m2) and cisplatin (75 mg/m2). Chemotherapy was ad-
ministered on an outpatient basis every 3 weeks.

Results. Complete response was observed in 2 patients (33%) and partial response
was observed in 3 patients (50%). The estimated median overall survival was 24
months and the estimated median time to disease progression was 9.5 months. The
regimen was well tolerated.

Conclusions. Though our data reflect a small sample size, pemetrexed plus cisplatin
accomplished a particularly high clinical benefit rate on chemo-naïve patients. Free
full text available at www.tumorionline.it
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